To Whom it may concern,

Hello, my name Is Johnny Leroy Hansen, and | am a part of a community
here in Redding, California that is Largely misunderstood, and not given
the opportunity to feel that their voice Matters: the Homeless Community..

Before | was homeless, | was a Commercial Truck Driver with a well-
standing 25 yr. career that gave me 1,200,000 miles, however, | only had
1,100,000 “Safety Miles.” That means no accidents or tickets for that
entirety. In the beginning, we all make mistakes and if we learn from them
we build on the success, as | did with the first year in each classification
of my career. Shortly after my retirement, we became homeless, then,
shortly after, my wife passed from cancer. Before she passed, she made
me promise to give the world my music and finish law school. The only
way | could see to do this was to travel as a street performer for the past 5
years. The streets seasoned me. Having limited to no resources, made the
trip longer and more arduous. Now, | am looking forward to fulfilling both
of my promises, within the structure provided by the Developing Diamonds
Sanctuary and Village.

To begin with, | will have safety, security, and access to utilities to maintain
a clean, professional and appropriate presentation for my chosen career
path of law. The Developing Diamonds focus on building connections and
empathy with others who may have different views and different ways of
expressing them, and to develop my livelihood as a service to the
community help me write more empathetic songs that inspire a more
embracing community and commit my legal expertise to helping other
street performers gain the means of getting their music heard and
developed.This will also allow me to build a network that would also
provide a base upon which to build my own success. | not only want to
become a role model to my children, but also a role model and peer
counselor to others that were homeless and dream of a life with more joy
and meaning. All around, | believe it will make me a better person.

To conclude, Thank you for your time and all you do.

Sincerely, Johnny L. Hansen



